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Cataloging history at Albany Regional Museum

Addie Maguire with her favorite WWI 
Backpack

Annual Meeting Highlights with a 
Glimpse to the Future
A glimpse at the museum’s building restoration 
projects, Volunteer of the Year and the Above & 
Beyond Awards were announced, and the 2016 
State of the Museum were the highlights of the 
Annual Meeting held on October 13th.

With refreshments organized by museum 
member Mary Lou McCormick and mingling 
with current members and guests, Bill Ryals, 
renowned local architect, engaged the audience 
with his passion of restoring many of Albany’s 
historic buildings like the Penny’s building, 
Century Building, Novak’s Restaurant, and 
Central School. Bill also shared his vision for 
the Albany Regional Museum’s exterior and 
interior and we all agreed the possibilities are 
endless.  Stay tuned.

Darrel Tedisch, Board Chair, presented an 
overview of 2015-2016 accomplishments, 
including an increase of 900 visitors over the 
prior year and volunteers logging in 3,025 
hours. Event highlights included History 
Bites now in its 3rd year averaging 30 guests, 
Night at the Museum in March attracting 300 

families, a successful tea in a different format 
and partnering with the Gallery Calapooia, the 
History Through Headstones Cemetery Tour, 
the All Members Ice Cream Social, and the 
Craft Brew Smackdown, which all helped to 
bring additional visitors to the museum.

A short business meeting followed with a 
summary of the financial report stating the 
Museum is in good condition, and a reading of 
the 2015 minutes by Secretary, Linda Collins.  
Three new board members, Ruth Alderson, 
Jeff Sawyer, and Jim Jansen were elected 
unanimously and  will serve three-year terms 
that will expire in 2019.

A special acknowledgement was given to Kay 
Burt for her many years as a Board Member, 
Secretary of the Board, Newsletter Editor and 
chair of the History Through Headstones 
Cemetery Tour.  Enjoy your “free” time and 
traveling opportunities!

Wednesday, December 14
“History Bites” – Holiday Traditions 
Shared by seven special presenters
Community Room – Noon

Wednesday, February 8, 2017
“History Bites” – Steve Nousen
Cascade Chatauqua
Community Room – Noon
Wednesday, March 8, 2017
“History Bites” – Chet Houser
Monteith House & Society
Community Room – Noon

Wednesday, January 11, 2017
“History Bites” – 3rd Annual Local 
Author’s Panel moderated by Ed 
Gallagher, Community Room – Noon

Sunday, December 11
37th Annual Christmas Parlour Tour-
2 – 7 pm (Museum Open)
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Wednesday, March 22, 2017
2nd Annual “Night at the Museum”
Times to be determined

A dozen or so volunteers surrounded Addie 
Maguire at the Albany Regional Museum, 
about to take part in the first-ever inventory 
of artifacts stored on the second floor of the 
two-story structure.

“Our insurance company wants to know 
what’s in the collection, and the museum 
needs to know what’s in the collection,” 
Maguire, the museum’s collections manager, 
told the group, “To do that, you will go 
through each box in here, one person counting 
the items and one person documenting.”

Before the volunteers could begin, each was 
handed a clipboard with a tabulating sheet; 
then each person put on special gloves.

“We wear gloves when handling artifacts 
because we don’t know what they have on 
them – poisons, chemicals, or even bacteria,” 

Maguire said. “So the gloves protect you, 
and they keep the oil on your hands from 
harming the artifacts.”

Volunteers were instructed how to handle 
the objects so not to damage them. With that, 
the group started a six-hour shift, taking an 
hour off for lunch. The next day, a second set 
of volunteers performed the same task.

Maguire estimates that about 179,000 artifacts 
are in the museum’s collection, of which 
about 150,000 are photographs, negatives, 
and tintypes, dating back to the early 1800s. 

Other items in storage include textiles, 
artwork, books, furniture, typewriters, a 
chauffeur’s uniform, adding machines, 
advertising signs, stationery, souvenirs, and 
baby carriages. The largest piece is a doctor’s 
carriage complete with the black bag he took 
on house calls. 

By Cathy Ingalls, 
Museum Member



Albany Old Times FALL/WINTER 2016Page 2

Thousands of Documents Will Get A New Home
During my college internship, 
I fell in love with the staff, 
volunteers, and the rich history 
of the Museum’s collection. With 
Addie leaving for new adventures 
abroad, and Peggy’s retirement, I 
was hired in July to fill both roles.

One of my major goals for 2017 is 
converting the upstairs Collections 
Closet into a Document Room. 
Thousands of documents —
including: newspapers, journals, 
letters, and records, are currently 
in storage where visitors do 
not have access. The Document 
Room will allow visitors to access 

By Mara McKinney, Collections, Members & Visitors Services

Our Mission Statement: “To preserve, exhibit, and encourage knowledge of the history and culture of the Albany, Oregon area”

From the director’s desk ....the past builds the future
Just recently I ran across the 
first edition of Albany Old 
Times, published November, 
1988.  At that time, the Museum 
was housed in the basement 
of the Carnegie Library and 
was overseen by Roz Keeney, 
Historical Resources Director,  and 
manned by a  group of dedicated 
volunteers and interns.  Hours 
of operation were Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 
11 am - 4 pm. The funding for 
the Museum came from local 
contributions with the city 
providing the building and paying 
the utilities. The ultimate goal of 
the Albany Regional Museum was 
to become a first-class museum 
that was professionally staffed, 
properly funded and operated, 
and open daily to the public.

Fast forward to November, 2016.  
The Albany Regional Museum 
is housed in the S.E. Young Dry 
Goods store, and the building is 
debt free thanks to the generous 
donation from William and Doris 
Scharpf. Current funding comes

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from museum memberships, 
donations and memorials.  The 
Museum is currently staffed with 
three part-time professionals 
and continues to rely heavily on 
a dedicated core of volunteers 
and interns.  Hours of operation 
today, Tuesday - Friday 11 am 
- 4 pm, and Saturday 10 am - 2 
pm. The goal continues to be a 
museum that is first-class and 
professionally staffed, properly 
funded and operated and open 
daily to the public.

Notice the similarities!

Some of our accomplishments 
this year:

• Resurrected the museum’s 
 Facebook page 
• Re-designed the museum’s 
 website
• Created a children’s area
• Increased visitors by 900
• Over 3000 volunteer 
 and intern hours
• Changed out existing exhibits
 and created seasonal ones
• Community Room Rental on
 the rise
• Museum outreach through
 successful monthly series,
 History Bites, Night at the
 Museum for families, and
 participation in other
 community events
• Full inventory of the Museum’s
 Collections 

The Albany Regional Museum 
owes much of the above successes 
to two former staff members, 
Peggy Kowal and Addie Maguire, 
who have left to pursue retirement 
and adventures abroad.  We wish 
them well.

Finally, I continue to ask the 
question on how you would 
like to receive your Albany Old 
Times in the future.  An electronic 
version of the newsletter saves 
paper, printing costs, and postage. 
Many of the photographs that 
you view in the paper version 
would be in color with the online 
format.  Also,the newsletter would 
be easier to produce and could be 
available more often in the online 
format.

Please contact the museum and 
let us know if we should send 
you our next newsletter via 
email, or you can also view it on 
the museum website.  Our next 
newsletter will most probably look 
a little bit different and come out 
in late February or early March.  
Email us at armuseum@peak.org 
or call 541.967.7122.

Thank you for your continued  
interest and support of the Albany 
Regional Museum. 

Museum Directors:
Darrel Tedisch, Chair
Kristen Schuttpelz, 
  Vice-chair
Linda Collins, Secretary
Ruth Alderson
Kitty Buchner
Dennis Burkhart
Jason Darling
David F. Fitchett
Cathy Ingalls
Jim Jansen
Howard Poppleton
Erik Rau
Jeff Sawyer

Liaison:
Rebecca Bond,
Albany Visitors Association

Staff:
Judie Weissert, Director
Mara McKinney, Collections,
Members & Visitors Services
Kathwren Hayes, Member 
 & Visitors Services
Cathy Ingalls, Proofreader
Judie Weissert & Wendy
  Gammell, Co-Editors

these documents for research 
and education. Darrell Tedisch is 
building a rack for hanging the 
textiles that are currently housed 
in the Collections Closet.  We 
have 50 hangers that need to be 
padded and wrapped to make 
them archival safe, several covers 
need to be sewn for the textile 
racks, and all the other items in 
the Collections Closet need to be 
cataloged and rehoused. 

My long term goal is to continue 
cataloging our inventory. Addie’s 
2016 inventory report found that 
only 11% of our collection is in the 
Past Perfect computer database. 
This can make locating and caring 
for the items difficult. 

With the help of volunteers, I am 
in the process of organizing the 
Reference Room so that materials 
are easy to access and return to 
their proper places. The books and 
materials are being color coded 
with the author’s last name and the 
category, and list of the materials 
will be available to reference. Once 
the Reference Room is organized, 
we will bring some of our books 
that are in storage down to the 
Reference Room. 

Currently, I am working on 
sending some of our collections 
that do not fit with our mission 
statement to more fitting historical 
societies and museums. Our bear 
skin rug, which once belonged to 
a handsome animal living in the 
Siskiyou National Forest, is going 
home to the Siskiyou County 
Museum. We also just mailed 
several sets of Wyoming, Montana, 
and Idaho maps to museums in 
those states.

Working at the museum is very 
rewarding. If you would like to 
volunteer with collections, or in 
another capacity, we would love to 
have you!

Judie Weissert

For Your Convenience…
the Museum now 
accepts major credit 
cards for membership 
dues, donations, 
memorials and gift 
shop purchases.

Happy Holidays!
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Maguire’s favorites? A washing machine that’s nearly totally made 
of wood and metal and has a patent, and a World War I backpack 
carried by the common soldier. It’s Army green and constructed of 
rope with straps and a wooden back. The Museum also has a World 
War I stretcher in the same green. How do items come to be in the 
museum’s collection, and how does staff keep track of what’s there?

People arrive with objects; and others leave them at the building’s front 
door, while some are delivered through the mail. A recent package 
from Washington, D.C., contained a “beautiful scrapbook containing 
newspaper clippings related to the Pfeiffer family that owned the 
Revere House in Albany,” Maguire said. She was delighted to receive 
the scrapbook because “it will be of help to researchers.”

After artifacts are looked over by staff, a determination is made 
whether to keep them. If they do not relate directly to Albany or the 
surrounding area, they might be returned to the donor, passed on to 
another Museum, or sold with the proceeds used to buy such items as 
archival storage boxes. 

Information about items that will become part of the collection are 
entered onto a custody receipt that lists, in part, the date the Museum 
accepted the artifact, the name of the donor, the person who cataloged 
the item, and a description of the object.

The Museum does not assign value to objects; rather, the donor 
must do that if he or she wants credit for tax purposes. The Museum 
sends each donor a thank-you note and a deed of gift, then enters 
information about the item into a computer database to help control 

the inventory, tell where the artifact is located and if it is included in a 
current exhibit on the first floor.

It’s good to know the location of items because researchers visit the 
Museum to check for photos to include in books they are writing; 
students use the collection for help writing papers, and those doing 
genealogy work are looking for information about their families.

Maguire estimates that only about 11 percent of the entire collection 
has been entered into the database because there has never been 
enough staff or volunteers on hand to do the work.

Maguire, who was home schooled in Albany, enjoyed working at the 
Museum as she has always had an interest in the past. She received 
her bachelor’s degree in history from Oregon State University in 2011. 
She served as an intern at the museum and gained an internship at 
the Smithsonian Institution working in the Maritime Collection at the 
National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. 

She became the collections assistant at the Albany Museum in 2013 
and was later promoted to manager. Mara McKinney has replaced 
Addie’s position and is available Tuesday – Saturday to answer 
questions about potential donations to the museum.

Anyone who wants to find out if they have an object that would benefit 
the collection can also call 541-967-7122 or drop by the Museum at 136 
Lyon Street S 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Tuesday - Friday or 10:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. Saturdays.

Cataloging history (Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)Annual Meeting Highlights

Greg Anable

Director Judie Weissert presented the Volunteer of the Year Award to Linda Collins for her dedication to the Veterans Photo Project, and taking 
on the role as Board Secretary.  The Mary Arnett “Above and Beyond Award,” went to Dennis Emerson for spearheading the Specialty Metals 
exhibit, and Greg Anable for his technology troubleshooting with the Museum’s equipment.

Linda Collins & Dennis Emerson
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Individual 2016 
Mary Arnett
Jeanette Ashby
Charlotte Atkeson
Nancy Baisinger
Evedene Bennett
Judith Blatchford
Mary Blohn
June Boles
Dan Brenneman
Don Brenneman
Doug Brenneman
Marv Brenneman
Jo Brew
Barbara Buchanan
Kathy Butler
Betty Carey
Karen Carnahan
Patricia Caughman
Barbara Coffman
Buzz Collins
Margo Coleman
Jeannine Cook
Nancy Daniels
Ginny Dickinson
Ruth Dietrich
Mary Dugan
Marilyn Drugger
Mikki Edwards
Dave Engel
Mary Eusterman
Brian Faligowski
Philip Foster
Vera Fox
Eliezer Froehlich
John Frutel
Jean Fuson
Patrick Gallagher
Erin Garcia
Mark Gillespie
T.A. Good
Marjorie H Goss
S Colleen Graham 
Darlene Green
Peter Greenberg
Cecelia Gray
Michael Greenfield
Nancy Greeman
Donald Haley

Rick Hammel
Pam Harrington
Anne Hatley
Wayne Hawke
Russell Hawke
Ross Hawkins
Kathwren Hayes
Debbie Heinonen
Ted Helget
Betty Holcomb
Ruth Hope
Jeff Horton
Marceil Howells
Timothy Jenks
Patty Joy 
Julia Keizur
Barbara Kelly
Donald Kerr
Daniel Kieft
Emily Killin
Sherrill Kirchhoff
Marilyn Kroening
Billie Ann Kumpula
Marilyn Larney
Brian Lee
Marilyn Levin-Vitale
Phyllis Lewis
Joe Licavoli
Nancy Lochner
Muriel Long
Jean Lucy
Bessie Ludahl
Carol Lysek
Addie Maguire
Richard Mahr
Margaret Maier
Ron Marek
Shawlene Martin
Phoebe McClain
Eunace McClain
Gus McCowan, Jr.
Karen McLain
Jane Meiners
Mary Messersmith
Judy Rohrbough Messner
Mike Mitchell
Barbara Morgan 
Beverly Morgan

Albany Regional Museum is 36 years strong and growing, thanks to our loyal members
Catherine Mumper
Carl Nygren
Kyle Odegard
Carolyn Olsen
Dick Olsen
Clarence Opel
Alice Ordeman
Mark Osborn
Tamra Pengelly
Lucille Pengra
Carole Perkins
Ian Pileggi
Bill Pintard
Beth Nutting Powell
Charlotte Powell
Charles Pugh
Parnell Person
Mike Ransom
Sharon Reid
Janet Reynolds
Bob Riscol
Nancy Robb
Maryan Roe
Beverly Rosecrans 
Lars Sandel
Carole Sargent
Elaine Scheeland
Camron Settlemier
Helen Slaton
June Slaton
Barbara Smith
Alice Sperling
Larry Stephen 
Edward Stephen
Ronald Strong
Ann Stroud
Berdella Stutzman
Matthew Tedisch
Lee Tedisch
L. M. Thomason
Kaye Torgeson
Betty Thorn
Anne Hurd Transue
Nancy Trotic
Diane Van Orden
Eric Walker
Marilyn Warren
Heather Wells
Louie White
Devin Willard
Brian Willard
Jamie Williams
Lois Winn

Family 2016
Larry & Florence Allen
Greg & Linda Anable
Steve & Darca Anderson
Janet & Matthew Annal
Nick & Patty Baga
John & Carol Baker
Michele Baker/Paul Bert
Dale & Beth Bargsten
Rob Blickensderfer & Susie Reid
Jason & Rebecca Bond
Doug & Joy Burck
Dennis & Nona Burkhart
Don & Polli Butzner
Allen & Nita Campbell
Floyd Carper & Roberta Smith
Joe & Mary Chido
Jonathan & Cheryl Christie
Bill & Rae Dean Clotere
Bobbie & John Clyde
Eddie & Sherrill Coleman
Jim & Linda Collins
Maurice & Colleen Cook
Jim & Virginia Cooper
Jason & Jennifer Darling
Jim & Val Decker
George & Barbara Dew
Caroline Dreher
Iver & Mary Duedall
Trudy Eikenberry
Gerald & Angie Elger
Monty and Linda Ellison
Richard Engeman & Terry Jess
Holly Evans-White
David & Linda Faller 
Jack & Clara Frost
Del & Linda Githens
Gary and Jan Goby
Jim & Nancy Goode
C.B & Elaine Green
Will & Jane Greene
Bill & Ruth Gropp
Sue Haislet
LeRoy & Bev Haven
Paul & Jean Heins
Ed & June Hemmingson
Hasso & Kathy Hering
Dr. Joseph & Sandra Hlebichuk
Chet & Charlotte Houser
Tom & Viola Hughson
Richard & Donna James
Ernie & Lindell Johnson
Colleen S. Keller

Peggy Kowal,
member since 2008

Don and Wilma Albright, 
member since 2001

Betty Carey, 
member since 2005

Mae Yih,
member since 2009

Mary Jacq Burck,
member since 2000

Kay Burt,
member since 2011
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Albany Regional Museum is 36 years strong and growing, thanks to our loyal members
Alvin Kok
Steve & Sharon Konopa
Fred & Peggy Kowal
Randy & Jody Kruse
Fritz & Susie Kuebrich
Paul & Karen Kuebrich
Dave Kullowatz & Dena Minato
George & Dorthea Kurtz
Al & Dorothy Lafon
Jim & Linda Lawrence
Shorty & Marsha Lindberg
Jim & Karla Long
Robert & Darlene Lowry
Neal & Roseanna Maddy
Tom & Erin Maguire
Lois & Joe Malango
Harold & Linda McDowell
Mac & Lyn McGuire
Joe & Kerry McQuillin
Jack & Diana Miller
Steve & Karen Mills
Don & Kathy Morris
Ron & Donna Mullen
Pat & Cynthia Murphy
John & Kathleen Murphy
Norm Nelson 
   & Marisabel Gouverneur
Dale & Sheri Neuchwander
Wallace & Dolores Newton
Alan & Jackie Nyman
Jan Oden
Bill & Marion Paarmann
John & Sylvia Pearson
Darrell & Barbara Pepper
Rod & Kate Porsche
Nancy Powell
   & Scott Pirie
Don Rea
Mrs. G.R. Reid
Richard Reid
R.L. & Stella Reimers
Neil & Cherie Reynolds
Jim & Phyllis Richards
Jack & Marcia Rohrbough
Chris & Veronica Royce
Sura Rubenstein
   & Rick Haselton
Rich & Judy Sabatka
Jeffery Sawyer
Hal & Nancy Schalles
Andy & Mikey Sedlock
Randy & Pam Silbernagel
Mike & Teri Shelby
Sue Barrett Sheldahl
Bill & Sue Sissel

Dr. Charles & Joanne South
Earl & Linda Spires
Ada Squires
Rosemary Staff
   & Richard Walden
Hjalmar & Judy Steel
Rebecca Stillwell & Steve Hall
Tai & Derek Stith
Duwayne Strauser
   & Denise Pancoast
Larry & Faye Swain
Marschall & Elizabeth Swink
Leo & Keo Teghtmeyer
Mark & Kathleen Thomas
Gerald & Betty Thorn
Den & Kathy Tomlinson
Doug & Jean Tomlinson
Anne Hurd Transue
Robert & Patricia Tucker
George & Mary Van Agtmael
Paul & Julia Westerberg
Greg & Peggy Whalen
Bob & Karen Whitehead
Devin Willard & Donna Deurloo
Forrest & Marjorie Winkler
Ross & Cheryl Wootan

Business Friends
2016
Albany Area Chamber
   of Commerce
Albany Downtown Association
Albany Lock & Key
Albany Visitors Association
American Bookkeeping
   & Tax Service
Brennan Forensics
Carcraft Auto
   Appearance Center
Custom Stained Glass
Fisher Funeral Home, Inc.
Alfred & Wilma Fryer 
Keller Williams,
   Katherine Domingo
KGAL/KSHO
Henry and Sandie Truax
Krpalek Financial Services
Modern Travelers
Mouradian Properties LLC
Keith Semmel Construction, Inc.
Smith & Company 

Patron 2016
Don & Wilma Albright
Ruth & Michael Alderson
Dell & Capi Alexander
Scott & Sharon Anderson
Tom Anderson
Larry & Linda Bardell
Birchfield Heating & A/C
Allan & Shann Blake
Jim & Jan Blodgett
John Boock
Jerry & Kathy Brenneman
Wayne & Mary Jacq Burck
David Bussard
Irene Coburn
Tom & Mary Cowgill
Tom & Betsy Cutsforth
Beverly Decker
Bun & Jan Doerfler
Bob & Gloria Eagan
Michael & Gail Emmons
Evelyn Farley & Michael Derrah
David Fitchett & Marilyn Kirsch
Frank & Yvonne Fixel
Katy Hurley & Tom Griffin
Glenn & Carol Harrison
Randall & Phoebe Harrison
Dolores Haslem
Dr. Rudy & Mamie Henny
Joy Henkle & Bob Meister
Gary & Bev Holliday
Tom & Lois Holman
Nadia Ilyin
Cathy Ingalls
Jim & Carol Jordan
Roger & Barbara Kleve
Shirley Rae Klug
Clayton & Florence Lebow
Shirley Lindell
Bill & Deborah Maddy
Connie McBride
Don & Mary Martin
Rick & Mary Lou McCormick
Betty McCoy
Tim & Jo Ann McQueary
Steve & Becky Metzger
Molly Mikesell
Linda Modrell
Daniel Murphy
Ralph & Viola Nielsen 
Bonnie Orr
Carolyn Palmer
Howard & Sharon Poppleton

Diane Price
Berry & Gloria Price
Don Reeser
Richard & Liisa Reid
Sema Roofing Experts, LLC
Sergio Rodriguez 
George & Nancy Rowlett
Claus & Kim Sass
Jim & Sandra Smith
Sally Steelhammer
Skip Throop & Nancy Dunn
Gordon & Karen Vogt
Judie Weissert
   & Rolland Brower
Shannon Willard
   & Chuck Leland
Bobby Williams
Donald & Marilyn Wimer
Mae Yih

History Circle
2016
Jay & Teresa Burcham 
Dave & Kay Burt
Wayne & Joann Chambers
Pat & Elaine Eastman
Herb & Barbara Jenkins
Michael & Janet Kok
Bill & Maureen Looney
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lowry
Ed & Pat Loy
Steve & Kristen Schuttpelz
Mike Cowgill
Julie Tripp
Karl Warner
Weatherford Thompson

Kalapuya Club
2016
Margaret Bikman
John & Kitty Buchner
Gary & Brenda Burch
Greg & Mary Krpalek
Jim Lindsay
Ralph & Linda Scariano
Doris Scharpf
Stanford & Marilyn Smith
Darrel & Linda Tedisch

Mel and Patty Joy,
members since 2014

Dr. Rudy
and Mamie Henny,

members since 2010

All current members January 2016 through November 2016

Cathy Ingalls,
member since 2000

Jerry Brenneman,
A member from the 

beginning (36 years)
Dr. Dick Reid,

 member since 2003
Ed and Pat Loy. 

Members since 2003
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Museum’s Photo Gallery

Ready to scoop at the Ice Cream Social. Addie Maguire, Cynthia 
Murphy and Sandy Danaher.

Getting on the good side of the Sherriff. Book signing for Murder in 
Linn County. Cory Frye and Bruce Riley.

What’s it worth? Antique Appraisal Clinic. Dean & Bobbie Butts.  Future Museum volunteer at Veterans Day festivities.

Mom and her boys enjoying the children’s area on Veterans Day. Hugs from Museum volunteer Ruth Dietrich at Peggy’s Retirement 
Party.

Treats for the Sweets. Mary Jacq, Beth Powell and Duwayne Strauser. Del Riley, Veterans History Bites.
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Bill Clotere, Veterans History Bites.

David’s Harem at Craft Brew Smackdown.

Don’t believe what you hear in the news. History Bites with Hasso 
Hering.

What is the puzzle? Geocaching with NW Art & Air. Cynthia Murphy as Dr. Ella C. Meade at the History Through 
Headstones Cemetery Tour.

Can you hear this? History Bites with Jerry Blais. Tickets please! School Tour with Bill Maddy.

New books:  Murder in Linn County Oregon the True Story of 
The Legendary Plainview Killings by Cory Frye;  Rainbows 
in My Pocket by Zed Merrill;  Adair Diary by Charline King;  
Behind Colorful Doors by Deleen (Riley) Willis

Old Favorites:  Gem of the Willamette Valley, A History of 
Albany, Oregon & Tim Burr by Ed Loy; Oregon’s Main Street 
US Highway 99 Books 1 & 2 by Jo Brew;  The Little Bastards 
by Jim Lindsay;  Camp Adair by John Baker;  Bob Potts, 
Volumes 2 – 5;  A Chef’s Bounty & The Vintner’s Kitchen 
Cook Books

DVD’s: Camp Adair; Andrus, the Man, the Mind & the 
Magic; Albany, Oregon, Memories of an American Town; 
Dancing Rainbows; The Last Day of Innocence
Complimentary Gift Wrapping

Books & DVD’s make great gifts

Museum’s Photo Gallery



Albany Old Times FALL/WINTER 2016Page 8

Return Service Requested

Page 6 Albany Old Times Winter 2008

Museum Directors:
John Buchner, 

Chairman
Gerald Brenneman, 

Vice Chairman
Michael Kok, 

Treasurer
Shannon Willard, 

Secretary
Mary Arnett
John Boock, Jr.
Mary Jacq Burck
Nancy Daniels
Linda Ellsworth
Gary Kingston
Carol McKay
Kim Sass

Liaisons: 
Rebecca Bond, 

Albany Visitors Assoc.
Linda Ellsworth

Linn Genealogical Soc.

Staff: 
Tami Sneddon, 

Adm. Coordinator
Erin Jones,

Clerk
Jennifer E. Jameson, 

Cataloger

Newsletter Editor 
– Kim Jackson   

BY JACK GILLESPIE, MUSEUM MEMBER

My first memory of the Albany Armory
on the southwest corner of Fourth and Lyon
St, was going there as a child with my par-
ents to revival meetings. I don’t remember
too much about the meetings but that they
were very long and the building was very
hot. However, there was a reward for me at-
tending these revivals: across from the Ar-
mory, on the corner of Fourth and Lyon, was
a bakery that my parents visited after each
meeting and there I was treated to a huge,
hot-out-of-the-oil donut of my choice.

Later on, prior to and during World War II,
the armory was used as a training area for the
local National Guard. My friend Bob and a
brother were in the Guards and we would
often go with him on the evenings he drilled
with 20 or so other young men. Bob and I
would roam around the old building and even
one time explored the attic where we ran
across all sorts of old army “stuff” probably
dating back to World War I or before. 

After the war ended the Armory was the
scene of many events, including the annual
Timber Carnival dances. I recall one year, in
the early 1950’s, Smiley Burnett, the side-
kick of cowboy movie star Gene Autrey, was
grand marshal of the Timber Carnival and
how he vigorously danced the night away

with the Albany ladies. 
During this era professional wrestling

came to the Armory. Wrestling matches were
very popular at that time and huge crowds
packed the Armory to watch big names in the
wrestling world “compete.” Actually these
wrestlers toured together and their wrestling
was strictly an exhibition. But the audience
didn’t seem to know or care as they rooted on
their favorites — the women, it seemed, more
so than the men. Throughout the Korean War
the Albany Draft Board was located off the
entry hall of the Armory. A few rooms were
converted into somewhat of a draft board
where we men of draft age had to report. I
had joined the Air Force before the war and
received a medical discharge because of an
old elbow injury. I still had to periodically
report to the Draft Board in the Armory - I
guess to prove I still had the old injury.

The old Armory building perhaps has
been taken for granted by some of us “old
timers.” But it was, and still is, a very big
part of Albany’s history. In the ‘70’s it was
converted into Linn County offices. Drop in
and look it over sometime. Its history can
still be felt. 

I would like to thank those who contacted me
about the Mr. Honey column in the last issue.
It’s good to know that he was remembered. 

Looking Back: Revivals at the Albany Armory

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE 

PAID
PERMIT NO 83
Albany OR 97321

136 Lyon Street S.
Albany, Oregon 97321

Open
Monday thru Saturday

Noon to 4 p.m.
Free Admission

donations welcomed
(541) 967-7122

e-mail:
armuseum@peak.org

website:
www.armuseum.com

Museum Staff Christmas List

Eight names have been added to the Memorial 
Roll since the summer edition of the newsletter.  
They are:  Darrell Pepper, Virginia Moore, Dr. 
Richard Hopeman, Rojean Evans, John Reimers, 
Janet Carlson, Bill Gannon and Florence Patten. 

Through these memorial gifts in honor of a 
family member of friend, special needs of 
the Museum are met and provide a lasting 
remembrance to the community. Most gifts are 
in the amounts of $25, $50 and $100.

Memorial Roll adds eight

• Small Cordless Vacuum
• Bike Rack
• Covers for Textile Racks
• Large 3-ring Binders & Page Protectors
• 6 - Archival Quality Pens
• Typewriter Ribbons for Children’s
 Play Area
• Blu Ray DVD Player
• Small Flat Screen TV

Most of all, VOLUNTEERS

Names of the memorialized are listed in the 
newsletter, on the website (www.armuseum.
com) and are posted for a limited time at the 
Museum on the Memorial Tree.

A card of remembrance is mailed to a 
designated recipient (spouse, next of kin or 
other) and a thank-you card to the person 
or persons making the donation (which can 
be used for tax documentation).  Contact the 
Museum or stop in at 136 Lyon Street S for 
further information.


