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The Oregon and California Railroad (O&C) was the first railroad to connect Oregon with California.  Construc-

tion of the line began in Portland during the spring of 1868.   

Ben Holladay was the builder of the O&C Railroad.  Holladay changed the route of the railroad to connect with 

Albany after businessmen raised the $50,000 that he demanded to make it happen. 

On December 8, 1870, Albany celebrated the arrival of the O&C with bunting, flags, a parade and brass band 

music.  Albany citizens, city and county officials swarmed the O&C depot for the arrival of Ben Holladay and 

300 notables aboard the official train pulled by the locomotive J. B. Stephens.  The Albany mayor Alphonso W. 

Stanard presented Holladay with a special flag to honor another O&C locomotive the Albany.  A welcoming 

speech was presented by Abigail Scott Duniway, Albany resident, merchant, and Women Suffrage leader. 

The arrival of the Oregon and California Railroad in 1870,  greatly furthered Albany's growth, as did the 1880 

completion of the Santiam Canal for transportation, a water source and hydropower for a growing city. The 

railroad and the canal project also brought to Albany seventy to eighty Chinese-born residents, who helped 

build the railroad and canal.  Many later resided in Albany and operated businesses that occupied a one-block 

section of downtown (present location of the Albany Regional Museum). 

Oregon & California Railroad First Arrives in Albany 150 Years Ago 

Clockwise from upper left: Ben Holladay (a 

man who knew his worth!); Albany O&C   

engine; Oregon & California Albany Depot 

Hotel 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_suffrage


Back to the Future for         

Young Building 
Cathy Ingalls 
Museum Board Member 

Unlike the characters in the movie “Back to the Future,” Oscar B. Hult is 

taking the 108-year-old building that houses his upscale men’s clothing 

store back to the past. 

Hult and his wife, Tamalynne, are purchasing the former S.E. Young & 

Son mercantile store constructed in 1912 at the corner of 124 Broadalbin 

St. S.W., where in early November they moved their The Natty Dresser 

business. 

The couple began their clothing operation in 2014 at 425 First Ave. W., 

but that location became too small for what all the couple had in mind. 

“We want to be a place where people want to come back to and bring 

their friends. We want them to enjoy the atmosphere, appreciate the 

quality of the clothes and maybe see a gift to buy,” he said. 

The Hults first looked at purchasing the St. Francis Hotel but the renova-

tion costs neared a prohibitive $10 million. He would love to see some-

one else renovate the building into a place where people can stay. 

The former Young building attracted the Hults because of the architec-

ture, the outside brackets, the renovation possibilities, the place was for 

sale, and he could secure bank and Small Business Administration loans 

to finance the purchase and renovation. 

So how does a guy who worked in the composing room at the Democrat-Herald and often wore Civil War-era clothing on the job get to 

the place where he can buy and redo a downtown building? 

“God is the only explanation,” he said. ‘We prayed and asked for business guidance and wisdom.” 

Hult had realized that there definitely was a market for quality men’s clothing in the Willamette Valley. He said no men’s store exists 

between Portland and Eugene, so he could attract customers from all over. 

Many of his shoppers these days are younger and come in after seeing what people are wearing on various TV and streaming programs 

and on YouTube. 

Since the Hult’s takeover after Riley’s Billiards closed in 2019, the exterior has been spruced up and the interior transformed using cus-

tom-made wood treatments throughout that were constructed by Pyburn & Sons.  

The carpets were ripped out, and the concrete beneath was exposed and refinished. 

Dressing rooms were installed, two with themes: The Rat Pack and James Bond. There is a department where women can get their wed-

ding gowns altered, a shoeshine chair and areas devoted to hat sales and tuxedo rentals. 

The interior now resembles a London men’s club from long ago. 

Of particular interest are the new and old stained-glass windows near the mezzanine level.  

Each window does or will contain the first letter of a clothing store that has occupied the building: Y for Young; H for Hamilton’s; W for 

2020 Vol. 4     Albany Old Times     Page 2  

Above: S.E.Young & Son 1912          Below: Montgomery Ward 1937 



Montgomery Ward; B for Broadway; and N for The Natty Dresser. 

Still to come is a wine and beer tasting bar. Food will consist of cheese 

plates as Hult said he doesn’t want to open a full-scale kitchen, and there 

are good restaurants already in the downtown area. 

The basement is being fixed up for storage, some of which will be availa-

ble to rent. 

Before that can happen, however, a new elevator must be installed. The 

one in the store was put in in 1925 and is no longer considered safe. 

According to information on file at the city of Albany’s planning depart-

ment and provided by planner Anne Catlin, the building was designed by 

Albany architect Charles Burggraf in the Queen Anne style. 

The building’s structural framing is concrete with a brick exterior and 

brick columns. 

The building measures 102 feet by 90 feet, has two floors, a partial mez-

zanine and a basement that extends out under the sidewalk at Second and 

Broadalbin. 

The structure is considered to be in good condition with good integrity. 

More information about the building and S.E. Young can be found at the 

Albany Regional Museum, 136 Lyon St. S.  

Although the museum currently is closed because of COVID-19 re-

strictions, staff is often on hand to answer questions. You can call them 

541-967-7122 or email, info@armuseum.com. 

To help understand the building’s long history, Hult 
provided a timetable: 

1912-15, S.E. Young & Son; 

1915-36, Hamilton’s; 

1925, elevator installed; 

1937-70, Montgomery Ward; 

1937, current lights and fans installed; 

1971-72, Hamilton’s; 

1973-85, The Broadway; 

1973 mezzanine and five show windows are covered. 
All windows on Broadalbin will be reopened. 

1986-97, Sid’s Furniture; 

1999-2019, Riley’s Billiards; 

2002, elevator condemned; 

2020, The Natty Dresser. 
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FRIENDS Sue Haislet Ron & Donna Mullen Den & Kathy Tomlinson 

David Anderson Donald Haley Norm Nelson Doug & Jean Tomlinson 

Jeanette Ashby Pam Harrington Jackie Nyman Nancy Trotic 

Glen & Nancy Baisinger Paul & Jean Heins Alice Ordeman Henry Truax 

Michele & Paul Bert Baker Ed & June Hemmingson Tamra Pengelly Robert & Patty Tucker 

Rich & Jeni Billups Dr. Rudy & Mamie Henny Lucille Pengra Marilyn Warren 

Rob Blickensderfer & Susie Reid Hasso & Kathleen Hering Jacob Perkins Judie Weissert & Rolland Brower 

June Boles Sandra Hlebichuk Bill Pintard Heather Wells 

Dan Brenneman Lois Holman Nancy Porter Paul & Julia Westerberg 

Doug Brenneman Ruth Hope Charlotte Powell Louie & Lorna White 

Barbara Buchanan Chet & Charlotte Houser Berry & Gloria Price Bob & Karen Whitehead 

Dennis & Nona Burkhart Paul Huzefka Mike Ransom Jamie Williams 

Kathy Butler Genna James Don Rea Lois Winn 

Allen & Nita Campbell Patty Joy Richard Reid Gene Wright 

Karen Carnahan Julia Keizur R.L. & Stella Reimers  

Carolyn Cowgill Colleen Keller Neil & Cherie Reynolds TIMBER 

Patricia Caughman Emily Killin Bob Riscol Don & Wilma Albright 

Jonathan & Cheryl Christie Bill & Ann Kinkley Nancy Robb Steve & Darca Anderson 

Eddie & Sherrill Coleman Steve & Sharon Konopa Maryan Roe Beth & Dale Bargsten 

Jeannine Cook Fred & Peggy Kowal Jan Rounds Jim & Jan Blodgett 

Maurice & Colleen Cook Fritz & Susie Kuebrich Albert Ryckman Betty Carey 

Nancy Daniels Paul & Karen Kuebrich Rich & Judy Sabatka John & Bobbie Clyde 

John Dawson Billie Ann Kumpula Miguel Salinas Jim & Virginia Cooper 

George & Barbara Dew George & Dorthea Kurtz Carol Sargent Jason & Jennifer Darling 

George & Khrys Dooley Patricia Kurtz Claus & Kim Sass David Dykast 

Marilyn Dugger Linda & Jim Lawrence Hal & Nancy Schalles Gloria Egan 

Liz Ebel Brian Lee Elaine Scheeland Evelyn & Michael Derrah Farley 

Dana Edwards Janet Lillie Mike Shelby Anne Hatley 

Mikki Edwards Shorty & Marsha Lindberg Randy & Pam Silbernagel Bev Haven 

Trudy Eikenberry Nancy Lochner Bill & Sue Sissel Jeff & Jo Hilderbrand 

Dennis Emerson Karla Long Barbara Smith Timothy Jenks 

Dave Engel Bessie Ludahl John Smith Ernie & Lindell Johnson 

Richard Engeman & Terry Jess  Carol Lysek Earl & Linda Spires Randy & Jody Kruse 

Mary Eusterman Patricia Mahr Steven & Diane Sprenger Lois Malango 

Patricia Evans Richard Mahr Ronald Strong Don & Mary Martin 

Brian Faligowski Margaret Maier Ann Stroud Society Monteith 

Eliezer Froehlich Ron Marek Jennifer Stuart & Michael Schweickert Jill Morgan 

John Frutel Harold & Linda McDowell Ross Sutherland Dick Olsen 

Del & Linda Githens Karen McLain Faye Swain Anne Peltier 

T. A. Good Laura Meek Lee Tedisch Liz and Andy Rapp 

Jeanne Govier Mary Messersmith Matthew Tedisch Erik Rau 

Darlene Green Judy Rohrbough Messner Keo & Leo Teghtmeyer Sharon Reid 

Peter Greenberg Jack & Diana Miller Richard Thompson Susan & Baron Sheldahl 

Will & Jane Greene Barbara Morgan Jolene & Michael Thomson Charles & Joanne South 

Nancy Greenman Don & Kathy Morris Gerald & Betty Thorn Rebecca & Steve Hall Stillwell 

Thank You, Museum Friends & Donors!



Don & Renee Svendsen George & Nancy Rowlett, Jr. BUSINESS FRIEND 

Marshall & Elizabeth Swink Dorgan Russell Scott Anderson Albany Antique Mall 

Brian & Rita Van Doren James & Sandie Smith Albany Downtown Association 

Shannon Willard & Chuck Leland Rosemary Walden & Richard Staff Cathy & Stan Baker, American Bookkeeping & Tax Service 

Marilyn Wimer Sally Steelhammer Wally Ordeman, Fisher Funeral Home Inc. 

Ross & Cheryl Wootan Skip & Nancy Dunn Throop Charlie Eads, KGAL/KSHO 

 Jack & Georgie Thurber Charles Mouradian, Mouradian Properties, LLC 

HUB CITY Gordon & Karen Vogt Sergio Rodriguez, Sema Roofing Experts, LLC 

Ruth Alderson  Jeff Smith, Smith + Company 

Allan & Shann Blake HERITAGE CIRCLE Sybaris Bistro 

Jason & Rebecca Bond Capi & Dell Alexander   

Amy Bozorth Gerald & Kathy Brenneman BUSINESS PATRON 

Erica Broad Dave & Kay Burt Burcham's Metals 

Wayne & Mary Jacq Burck David Bussard Mike Cowgill, Weatherford, Thompson, PC 

Chris Keys Alfred Fryer   

D. Erik & Kimberly Christensen Jim Jansen & Jeff Blackford BUSINESS BENEFACTOR 

Irene Coburn Barbara & Roger Kleve Albany Visitors Association 

Jim & Linda Collins Bill & Maureen Looney PacWest Wealth Partners 

Tom & Betsy Cutsforth Rick & Mary McCormick   

David A. & Linda L. Faller Dan Murphy   

Dr. David & Marilyn Kirsch Fitchett Bonnie Orr   

Fritz & Hannah Darling Kristen & Steve Schuttpelz   

Eric Getz Jim & Naomi Shand   

Jim & Nancy Goode Julie Tripp   

Randall & Phoebe Harrison Russ & Duffy Tripp   

Dolores Haslem Karl Warner & Stephen Miles   

Kathwren & John Hayes Michael & Janet Kok   

Joy Henkle & Bob Meister    

Bev & Gary Holliday TAKENA SOCIETY   

Tom Hughson John & Kitty Buchner   

Katy Hurley & Tom Griffin Wayne & Joann Chambers   

Nadia Ilyin Rick & Mary Jane Fertig   

Cathy Ingalls Shirley Lindell & John Granholm   

Carol & Jim Jordan Jim Lindsay   

Barbara Krochta Edward & Pat Loy   

Clayton & Florence Lebow Ralph & Linda Scariano   

Keith & Amanda Lohse Darrel & Linda Tedisch   

Ron & Diane Loney    

Bill & Deborah Maddy LIFETIME   

Shawlene Holloway Martin Doris Scharpf   

Connie Arthur McBride    

Linda Modrell    

Joel Orton    

Nancy Powell & Scott Pirie    

    

    

Board of Directors: 

Darrel Tedisch, Chair 

Kristen Schuttpelz, Vice Chair 

Linda Collins, Secretary 

Jim Jansen, Treasurer 

Ruth Alderson 

Kitty Buchner 

Fritz Darling 

Hannah Darling 

Jason Darling 

David Faller 

Cathy Ingalls 

Dan Murphy, Vol. Coordinator 

Erik Rau 

 

Staff:  

Keith Lohse,  Executive Director 

Amy Bozorth,  Collections & Exhibits  

   Manager 

Erica Broad,  Member & Visitor  

Services Coordinator 

Kathwren Hayes, Member & Visitor   

   Services Assistant 

Thank You, Museum Friends & Donors! 
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Blast from the Past 

Enjoy this article originally printed in our Fall 2010 Newsletter. 

highlighted now as we once again see impromptu parades and 

cruises used to celebrate during tough times. 

Saturday night parades 

By Jack Gillespie  

 There were no rules, there was no planning, there was no real reason for 

it to happen but it was a spontaneous event that came around a few times 

during the summer months in downtown Albany in the late 1940s. 

The event consisted of a number of cars getting in line on a warm Saturday 

night and parading up and down First Avenue between Washington and 

Main streets.  

A six-day work week (or a least 5 ½) was not unusual for the workers dur-

ing these years and Saturday night was a popular “get out and go” time. One 

could sleep in a little late on Sunday morning.  

Come Saturday evening people would come into town and eat out and take 

in a movie at one of three theaters on First Avenue. Others would come to 

town to shop for the coming week. For whatever the reason downtown 

Albany could be very busy place on Saturday nights during the summer. 

Some of us teenage boys with cars would come to town just to drive up and 

down First Avenue. (It was sort of a man-boy thing.) 

One Saturday night we were doing our “Cruising First Avenue Routine” 

when we noticed the line getting longer. Soon it became apparent that 

both lanes were filled with the cars going very slow. 

It was quite a sight to see automobiles from the 20s, 30s and 40s parading 

east on First and turning around at Main and heading west to Washington. 

Part of the turn-around on Main Street was going through the Hancock 

gasoline station on the southwest corner of Main. The station has a sign 

offering 10 gallons of gasoline for $1 and a quart of oil for 10 cents. (A ten-

o-clock curfew-declared during World War II-was still in effect and a loud 

horn would blast meaning that everyone without business should head for 

home-thus breaking up our cruising.) 

Of course, First Avenue is now a one-way street going west and there isn't 

too much cruising on Saturday nights in downtown Albany. But it wasn't 

always that way. I remember it well. 



 

  We’ve been here before... 

If it feels like we have been here before that is because we have. The current closures of 

Museums have rolled out just as they did in the Spring. We made it through the first closures, 

and we will continue past the current ones. Our community has built the Museum up into a 

resilient organization.   

On a grander scale we have dealt with a pandemic before and most of the same measures were 

used in 1918 as they are today. If you have not been following along with our regular posts on 

Facebook, I encourage you to do so, you will note that closures of public spaces, limits on 

attendance, and masks are nothing new. Our community made it through these difficult times 

before and we will once again.  

As we look to the future, I want to hear from you. What do you want to see at the Museum? What questions do you want answered? 

What would you like to have offered? This could be ideas for exhibits, requests for program topics, or something entirely new. 

Whatever your idea or interest, I want to hear about it. Look below to find all the information you need to contact me.  

As we near the end of 2020 we can see hope on the horizon for a better year, but no one has a crystal ball. We cannot say that 2021 will 

be without its own challenges. We will push so that we will survive and may even thrive. Will you help us reach this future? The 

Museum is running its annual appeal and set a high bar of raising $10,000. This amount will set the Museum up to take 2021 head-on. 

To not only persevere but to grow as we pass through these difficult times.  

We are grateful to all those who have given in the past and the leadership who prepared our Museum to be a strong and secure home 

for our history. Help us to continue that tradition by donating today. You will find a donation slip that you can cut out and mail to the 

Museum in this newsletter, or if you prefer you can go to our website armuseum.com to find additional ways to donate.  

Stay safe and be well! 

To contact Keith you can choose one of the following options: 

E-mail klohse@armuseum.com                           Call 541-967-7122                   Write 136 Lyon Street S., Albany, OR 97321 

From the Directors Desk… 

Keith Lohse, Executive Director 
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136 Lyon Street SW 
Albany, Oregon 97321 

(541) 967-7122 
e-mail: info@armuseum.com 
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